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WINEGROWERS

Press release —24/05/2024

European Independent Winegrowers Unveil Their Manifesto Ahead of European Elections

The European Confederation of Independent Winegrowers (CEVI) proudly presents its manifesto, setting forth
a comprehensive vision for the future of independent winegrowers in Europe. With the European elections
looming in early June, CEVI aims to ensure that the voices of European independent winegrowers will be heard
loud and clear on the eve of this new parliamentary term.

As a whole, the wine sector is a vital contributor to the European Union’s economy, generating 130 billion euros
in GDP, 2.9 million direct and indirect jobs, and attracting over 36 million wine tourists. Among this sector,
Europe’s 200,000 independent winegrowers embody a unique approach to winemaking, from the vineyard to
the table. Serving as farmers, craftsmen, and merchants simultaneously, European independent winegrowers
play a pivotal role in shaping the continent’s economic, social, and environmental landscape in wine regions.

To continue their mission, Europe’s Independent Winegrowers advocate for the preservation of wine as an
agricultural and artisanal product, emphasising its unique place within the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP).
This is essential to provide a continued support for small-scale wine producers and improve their
competitiveness within a preserved CAP framework, including essential measures such as the planting
authorisation scheme.

Furthermore, CEVI highlights the need to guarantee access to the single market and reduce burdens for small
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). In its Manifesto, it continues to propose the establishment of a ‘one-
stop shop’ for excise duties to facilitate distance selling within the EU, thereby benefiting both producers and
consumers. On the global stage, CEVI calls for the implementation of increasingly competitive strategies,
including free-trade agreements, promotional initiatives, and facilitation measures. Family-owned SMEs
operated by independent winegrowers need these initiatives in order to win new markets in third countries
and continue to develop.

The Manifesto also addresses crucial issues such as the protection of winegrowers against trade disputes,
maintaining social sustainability, encouraging environmental sustainability, and promoting responsible
consumption of wine.

To conclude, CEVI's President and lItalian wine producer Matilde Poggi outlines the pressing need for the
establishment of a new Intergroup Wine after the elections: ‘all along the last mandate, the members of the
Intergroup Wine have demonstrated continuous support towards CEVI’s positions. Regarding the social,
environmental and economic challenges faced by the wine sector, it is of crucial importance for European
independent winegrowers that the newly elected Members of the European Parliament remain this precious
support for the next five years!

Press contact: Roman Moret, Policy adviser
r.moret@cevi-eciw.eu, +33 6 07 07 78 03

About CEVI: CEVIis the only organisation representing and defending the interests of independent winegrowers
at European level. Independent winegrowers are entrepreneurs at the head of a SME, often a family business.
They make everything from the vineyard to the table, meaning that they produce and sell their wines directly
to the consumer. CEVI counts today 12,000 members from 12 different States.

CEVI — European Confederation of Independent Winegrowers

18 Avenue Winston Churchill CS60009 — 94227 CHARENTON-LE-PONT CEDEX
+33 60707 7803 - info@cevi-eciw.eu
SIRET 480 960 715 00021 = http://www.cevi-eciw.eu
G AL®ESWITZERLANSDMSLUTXTEMSBOUTRSGE
I
E

TALY®=SLOVENIASZZTGBULGARIA
ECEw=CZETCH R EPUBLICwmaSPAIN



http://www.cevi-eciw.eu/
mailto:r.moret@cevi-eciw.eu

